
agcry whaeh mm afterward employed te .» .»°<*

mwtt IB h.s romau* e s Of the sow, »». 1*0* «to»

written, is I eosarnon »nd | *ot* J*"
aet teen M'uul know. obeerred that frost the

IleT-f his rod."" "<» ¦¦H** of

¦rank of bib sMU im Bunoeadmg the personage
-1, Mt.li with ln»B#;innry pe"»*. n,m**i them

w_ proonhle expedients Of »11 pursuttB, the life of

^mmLVotttikat which faaulierixes race todangerin

t(J mcrT fearful shape*. most cultivates presence e»f

¦atad.Bsd bmo* effestuatly exile forth tbe ree-nree,

o/»prompt and fearless dexterity by which imminent

srril Is avoided.
la 1111, cooper, having resigned his post as mid-

¦tupsaac. began the year by marrring Miss Delaneer,

satter of the present Bishop of the Diocese of Wes'

tera New-York, and entered upon a domestic lee

happily passed to its cloae He went to bve at

Msjaaroaeck, la the County of Westehester, and

while here he wrote and published the first of Mi

aoveli, entitled Prttmutum Concerning the oeca-

atoa ef writing this «ork, it is related, that once as

he was reeding an English novel to Mrs. Cooper,
Who hae, withi* » «hört time past, been laid in the

errave beside her Ulu»t(ious husband, and of whom

we may sow say, that her goodness was no lees eonr

BMt than his genius, he suddenly laid down the

took, and said, " I beliere I could write a better my¬
self " Almost immediately he composed a chapter
of a projected w.rk of fiition, and read it to the
aeaee lnendly judge, who encouraged him to finish
it, and whoa it was completed, suggested its pub
Bcattoa. Of this be hid at the time no intention,
but he was at length induced to submit the mauu-

scnat to the examination of the late Cnas. VVukes,
of this City, ui si hose literary opinions he had great
eoaadeneo Mr Wilkea advised that u should be

published, and to these circumstar.ces we owe it that
Cooper became an author.

*¦¦ I hava. mirAlv C r :.t (1 lntn lllia wnrkI confess I have merelv dipped into this work.
The experiment was made with the first edition, Re¬

formed by a strange punctuation.a profusion of
emsflaas, and other pauses, which puzzled and re-

a>*ll«u me. Its author, many year* afterward, re¬

vised and republisned it, correcting this fault, and
some faults of style also, so that, to a casual inspec¬
tion, it appeared almost another work. It waa a

KofssseO delineation of English m inners, though
e author had then aeon nothing of English society.

It had, however, the h nor of being adopted by the
eouatry whose manner* It described, and Doing early
republiebed in Great Britain, passed from the first
for an English novel I am not unwilling to believe
what is said of it, th it it contained a promise of the

powers which its author afterward put forth
Thirty years ago, in the year 1*21, and in the

thirty-second of his life, Cooper published the first
of the works by which he will be known to pistertty,
the .say. it took the reading world by a kind of sur-

arise , its merit was acknowledged by a rapid sale
the public read with eagerness and the critics won¬

dered. Many withheld their commendations on ae-

eount of defecta in the plot or blemishes in the com¬
position, arising from want of practice, ant some

waited till they could hear the judgment of Euro¬
pean readers. Yet there were not wanting cr i; a

B this country, of whose good opuun any author
in any part of the world might be proud, who spoke
of it in the terme it deserved. ' Are you not de¬

lighted." wrote a literary friend to me, who has
since risen to high distinction as a writer, both in

eerseaad in proee.."are you not delighted with tie

Bey as a worh of infinite spult and genius"' In
that word genius, lay the explanation of the hold
which the work had taken on the minda of men
What it had of excellence was peculiar a,id unbor-
rowod. its pictures of life, whether in repose or ac¬

tivity, were drawn, with broad lights and shadows,
iaaniediately from living originals in nature or in his
own imagination To him, whatever he desi rned
was true , it was made a reality to hiiu by the
strength with wbi' h he conceived it His power in
the delineation of character was shown in the prin¬
cipal personage of his story, Harvey Birch, on

whom, though he has chosen to employ him in the
Ignoble office of a spy, and endowed him with the
qualities necessary to Ms profession,.extreme cir-

euxfispectic n. fertility in stratagem and the art of
concealing hm real character,-qualities which, in
conjunction with selfishness and greediness, make
the scoundrel, be has bestowed the virtues of gene
roafty, magnanimity, an intense love of country, a
fidelity not to be corrupted, and a disinterestedness
beyond temptation Out of this combination of

Iuelltiee he has wrought a character whir*! i* a
avorite in all nations, and with all classes of man-

hiad.
It is said that if you cast a pebble into the ocean,

at the mouth ol our harbor, the vibration made in
the waterpisses gradually on, till it strikes the icy
harriers of the deep at the douth Pole. The spread
of Cooper's reputation is not confined withiu nar¬
rower limit*. Tat Spy is read in all the written
dialects of Europe, and in some of th ise or Asia.
The Preach, immediately after its first appear in-e,

fare it to the multitudes who read their far u it! ted
.aguego, and placed it among the first works ui its

class. It was rendered into Castiltan, and passed
lato the hands of those who dwell under the beams
of the Southern Ctote. At length it passed ihe
eastern frontier o' Europe, and tue latest record I
have ee»n mi u« . -.r.(.i .,«.

.ality, 1* contained in a statement of Tkt In'erna-

.soaei Atagatmt, derived, 1 presume, from its author,
that in im; it waspublisleu in a Persian translatioa
at Ispahan Before this time, I iiou'd not, they are
read ii g it in some of the languages of il indostan, and,
tf the Chinese ever translated anything, It would be
la the hands of the many millions who inhabit tho
far Cathay

I have spoken of the hesitation which American
erilios fell in annulling tue men's ol Tht Spy, on ac¬
count of crudities in the plot or the composition,
seme of which no doubt really existeJ. An excep¬
tion mutt be made in favor of Tat Port fVio, w hich,
La a aoiico written by Mrs. Hale, gave the work a
cordial, though 1 cannot call it an enthusiastic,
welcome, and Cooper, as 1 am informed, never for¬
got this act of timely and ready hinduess.

It was, perhaps, tavorable to the immediate success
of the .Saw, that Cooper had few Amern an authors
to divide with him the public a'teution. That crowd
of clever men and women who now write for the
aeagazinet, who Bend out volumes of essays, sketches
sad poems, and who supply the press with novels,
aaographies and historical works, were then, for the
snoBl part, either stammering their lessons in the
schoo s or jet unborn, let it is worthy of note, that
Jost about the time that the Spy ma.lo its appearance
the dawn of what we now call our literature was

J.Vl b/,UUig TB* concluuing numbers of Dana «
Ida Man, a work neglected at first, but now number¬
ing among the best things ol the kind in our lan-

Iuege, were issued in the same month Tne skttca
.of waa then just completed the world was ad-

¦wiBg it. and ita author waa medmting his Bra-*
.rtgft Hall. Miss Sedgwlek, about the same tine
bamo her first esaar in that charming series of novels
of domestic U'o in New-England. which have gainedBei to high a reputation. Peretrel. now unhappily
Meat, had just put to press a volume of poems 1
g*A**W °'*n edition of HUleck'* Fon-io, pub-22Srf-«^a,v'B)5JW ".P**" Of Yamoydti, bySsslbara and hands, appeared aim ist simultaneously
*rS.V.^:llU'B!lon«w*' Pulun« lh« «"'»hing naud
-V«,.r^n°B P'nal r<H)eof I-ouisiana a work

Arden putuabed .» »lÄU^S^toanslatioa of Ovid a />.<,.,. ia heroic verse ia
which the romplaintB of the enenunete Roman poet
wane rendered with great fidelity to the ergiiuUnd
eecnetimcs not without beauty If 1 mar speak of
¦vieif. U was ia that year that I timidly eutrusied2£Sw*^ "J W*VM of P»w,i «f5*»« . »n»*a
oargoof my own-a poem entitled Tht Art*, and
Ball a Coaen shorter one*, in a thin duodecimo vol-
ubo, printed at Cambridge
«Jf!^^*<,,k*Vbe,*n,etime- w,,r«»of elegant liter-!**iJ^»*«»BS proas of t;reat Britain, ah.ch
Iare stiU read and adsairwd. dairy Cornwall then a
oung .tutor g fame ^laaasi in the tame tear

5 .lo"*- In the fe.ll .trenath"and
terUlityof his genius, gase the readers of K. .!,.a
ins tragedy ol Marino ^^7*^^
of his spurted controlersy with Bow es cou^ern
.rag tha poeuv of Pope. l7ho Sry had lo mmrnXSTt
ltr^.T.*,,1r,hft ^-^^y published sunul
gfj1**! *»»b it, and with Lochharfs l«.'.(M2f* ff» t0 ¦* 0M 01 re.narkabTe
works of BcttoB over compaeoj

««<««aao.e

n 1SS3. and ia his thirty-fourth year. Coaoer
brought cut hi. novel of ^rZmntJju*umtZwhi,!» m as laid o. the borders of his

' baaSSlake la a recent survey of Mr ^ia? im
one ol hie aCmireis. it ^'n.lT!^
tioa ef this aoik aay kare been m aonie desreiMBat
Utious 1 cannot think so 1 caLot^e h^aSS
a worh could fail of becoming, boo^o ?a".r Jfavonie It was eevera! years after i:s first .'

*
aaee that 1 read the Puwevra, and I read it wK
delighted astoBishment Here, said 1 to anyae" is
the poet of rural life in Urs eountry-our Hesiod
ear Theocritus, except that be write* w uhou' the
restra it of auaibers, and is a greater poet than
Hey. lathe Ptmrntm, as in a moving pic-ure, are
rrac» to pass before us the hardy occupations and
spirited amusements of a prosperous settlement, in
* t,,1*»' mcompassed for leagues around
-ith the primeval wik: eraess of woods. The sea

gfj^JP**1 «>Serent aspects, bringing with them
mm cflerent employmenu forstu falling before
aBBBBB; ?JMBaBBjaBi population, with the first mild
?ha.e o.PÄ/.7.7rJ l? lwh# '"Bar-orchards tae

.hVTLil ¦ ^* Ifta? la# *"* »oods. and into
the lake turkey shoouags, Curmg the Christmas
holidays. » which tbe Indian mark.«xan\,,d fo
prise of skill with the white n, ,n ,w'rt
rvdes urdcr the hrieht wia^r sun. aud penioas e«
courieis with wud animals in the forests these
and other scenes of rural life, drawn, as Co irwr
knew how to draw them, in Ike bright and hea/tn-
fui coloring of which he was master,are interwoven
with a regular sir » i.e of human fortunes, not
unskilfully construc:sd and how » ouid such a work
r-e nheiwiie ihaa pi pu; ^- I
J« the /Wears, I e«thciettKaune; is first introduced

_e DbiIo*epher of th« wo»yi. urnorantef book*.but
....truVtad « .11 tb-t nature, -ahout in* aid «I
rmi e could reveal to the ni.a o' q ... h .<¦.».. Md

ir.oaf inn intellect. who«e life m-abeen passed nicer

hicpei thy. ud M »a,*Ui»'tip w« »^wbcsTai.tmat pereeafon. weftm* »cu'e.t Mi ¦«
eultiv.'ed of *>hi»h there .« fPl example But
Le.tber.torhirig has higber »"'J^-gg
ie» r ..1 b'endirf or re g»nite-V.MM of th-

eiviliied man with me better MtWO of the aborigi¬
nal tribe*: »11 tba m t««« 1* noble, gt ucrou* and
'
eel ti h. «pted into hi. own h.r.dlr cbaracor and

ell that is evil i« rejected But why efton d ( at-

umvt to aralviea character eo f-mil.nr I Lea.her-

CTalff"^ owlecged 0fl Bll hanf S. to be one o

thTnobleit, ». well ».* mo«t s'nking and original
.realtor, of fiction. Ia .cite of hi. .ubseqient
novel* <;ooper~for be bad tot >et attained to the
fall maturity of hi. powere-htghtened and enno¬

bled hi* nr*t rencrpion of the ch* acter. but ib the

l^mttri it daztiet. tbe world wuh the *p.eador of
aovelty. . . j
Hi* next work wan The PUot. in whtah he *howed

how, from the viciasiiude. of a life at tea, it* peril*
and escapes, fromme beauty *rr| terror-of the great
deep, from the workirg </! a ve**tl on a long voyage,
and from the frank, brave ai d e-M-rone, but peculiar
character of the aeaman. may be drawn material* of
romance by which the mtnd* of men m»y be a*

deeply moved as by ant lung in the power of ro¬

mance to pre»er t. In thia walk Ccoper has had

anany disciple*, but no rival All who have «inca

written romance* of the tea. bare been but travel'r«
in a country of which he was tbe great discoverer,
arid Lone of them all *eem to htve loved a ship a*

Cooper loved it. or have been able *o strongly to it-

tere»t all clk*se* of leader* in it* fortune* Among
other persocege* drawn with great ttrerigth in /«
Pi/of is the general favorr.e, Tom Coffin, tha
thorough seaman, with all the virtue*, and one or

two of the infirmi-iea of his profeseioa. niperttitious.
at seamen are apt to be. yet whose superstitions
ttrike us a* but an irregular growth of hi* devout re¬

cognition of the Power who noils tbe ocean in the
hollow of hi* hand, tiue-henited, gent'e, full of re¬

sources, collected in Csrger, and at last calmly per¬
ishing at the post of duty, with the vesiel he has

long guided, by what I mav cali a great and mag-
naniinous death. His rougher and coarser com¬

panion, Bollrope, is drawn with scarcely less skill,
and with a no less vigorou* hard.
The Pii/weer* is not Coopei's best tale of the

American fcrett. nor the Pilot,' perhaps, in all re¬

spects, bi» r*»t tele of the sea yet. if he hail ceased
to wiite here, the measure of his fame would,
po»fibly. have bien icarcely legg ample than it now
}j. Neither of them is far below the best of his pro¬
ductions, and in them appear the two moat remark¬
able creation* of his imagination.two of the mo*t
remarkable characters in all fiction.

It wa* about tbit time that my acquaintance with
Cooper began, an acquaintance of more than a

quarter of a century, in which hit deportment to¬
ward me w»s that of unvaried kindness. He then
resided a considerable part of the year in this city,
and here he had founced a weekly club, to which
many of the mest distinguished men of the place be¬
longed. Of the members who have since passed
away, were Chancellor Kent, the juiist. Wiley, tbe
intelligent and liDeral bookseller, Henry D. Sedg-
wick, always active in schemes of benevolence
Jams, the painter, a man of infinite humor, whose
jest* awoke lnextii.guKhable laughter. Da Kay, the
naturalist. Sands, the poet. Jacoo Hurvey, v. to e

geniftl memory is cherished by matiy friends. Of
thote who are yet living was Mor»e, the inventor ef
the electric telegraph Durand, then one of the first
of e. graver*, and now BO lest illustrious a* a painter.
Henry James Anders n, whose acquirements might
ftwsken the envy of the ripest scholar* of the old
world Hallech, the poet and wit. VeipUnck, who
has given the world the beet editicnof Shaksp're for
general rtaders. Dr King, now at the head of
Columbia College, and hi* two in mediate predeitc*
sors in that cm e. 1 might enlarire the liet with
many other names of no le»a distinction. Tne army
and navy contributed their proportion of memoers,
whose name* are on r< cord in our national history.
Cooper when in town wa* always present, and I re¬
member being stiuck *ith the inexiiaustiole vivacity
of his conversation ai '. tae minuteness of hi*
knowkcge, in every thirg which depended upon
a rutcues* of observation and exactness of recollec¬
tion. 1 remember, too, being «omewhat startled,
comirg freth at I did from the secluuon of a coun¬
try lite, with a certain emphatic fr u.kness in his
matner, which, however, I came at latt to like and
to admire. The club met in the hotel railed
W ashington Hall, ths site of which is now occupied
by part of the circuit of Stewart's marble building.
Lionel Lincoln, which cannot be ranked among the

successful productions of Cooper, was published in
l-...'>. and in the year following appeared the Last of
the Hohieans, which more than recovered the ground
lost by it* predecessor. In this work, the construc¬
tion of the narrative has signal defect*, but it is one
of the triumphs of the author's geniu*, that he nviket
us unconscious of them while we read. It is onlv
when we have had time to awake from the intense
interest in which he ha* held us by the vivid
reality of hi* narrative, and have begun to search
for faults in cold blood, that we are able to find
them, la the Latt of the Mohicans Me have a bo der
portraiture of l.efttherstocking than in the Pioneer*.
This wm k was pub lehed in 1Mb, and in the s ine

year Cooper sailed with his family for Europe. He
left New-York a* one of the vessel* of war, described
in his romances of the tea, goes out of port, amid (he
Up in i«r of a putting salute from the big guns on the
batteries. A dinner was given him just before Iim
departure, attendid bv n.r.st of the <ii«tingiO«h»ri
mesial tne City, at which Peter A. Jay presided,
mi d Dr. King addressed him in terra* which some
then thought too glowing, but which would now
teem sufficiently temperate, expreuing the good
wiehe* of hit friendt, and dwelling on the satisfaction
they promitid themtelre* in possessing so illustri¬
ous a repteientative of American literature in the
O d Wotld. Cooper wa* scarcely in France when
he remembered his friends of the weekly club, and
tent frequent missives to be read at its meetings
but tbe club mused its founder, went Into a decline,
bid nitlcrg hfteiward quietly expired.The first of Coopei's i.ovels' published after leav¬
ing America, was the Prairie, which appeared early
in 1837, a work, with the admirer* of which I wholly
agree I read it with a certain awe, an undefined
«tn*e of sublimity, such as one experience* on en¬
tering, for the first time, upon thoie immense grassydeseits, from which the work takes it name. Tne
squatter und his family-that brawny old man and
large-limbed sors, living in a sort of primitive and
patriarchal |barbaii»m, sluggish on ordinary u c i-
(ions, but terrible when roused, like the hurric-ine
that sweeps the grand but monotonous wilderness in
which they dwell, seem a natural growth of those
nr citni fields of the west. Lea'.herstocklng. a hunter
in the Po nters a warnor in the Last of the Mohtcant.
and now, in his extreme old Sf*, a trapper on the
prairie, declined in strength, but undecayed in intel¬
lect, aid looking to the near close of hi* life, and a
grave under the long grass, at calmly aa the laborer
at sunset looks to his evening slumber, it no lest in
harmony with the silent ceseit in which he wanders
Pqually so ure the Indians, still his companions,
ccpies of tbe American savage somewhat idealized,
but not the less a part of the wild nature in wtu.h
they have their baunts.
Before the >ear closed. Cooper bad given the

world another nautical tale, the Red Koirr, whuh
with many, is a greater favorite than the Pifof, and
with reason, perhaps, if we con»ider principally the
incidents, which are conducted and described with
a irrealer mastery over the springs of pitty and
terror.

It happened to Cooper while he was abroa j, as itnot untiequently happen* to our countrymen, tohear tte I mted States disadvintageously c »ro.- .red
w ith Europe. He had himself been aoloce observerof thing* both here and m the Old World, and wasccntcioueol being able to refute Uta detractors of
in IMS, alter he bad been two years in Europe a.ene. o'letter*, entitled Kticnslf v., .i-err ft!mTMr**^!f tocMor. in which he gave a favorable a?ccunt of the workm* of our institutions, and vmdi-caitd hi* country fxeaa various flippant and ill-na¬tured mi»r*pren itatiNi* of foreigner*. It is r itb-rtco mea»ured in style, but n written from a mindfull of the subject and frtin a memory wonJerfullvstortd wun particular*. Alihoughtw/ntr-four rennkm elspetd fince us publication, but little of tae
v indication has become obsolete.
Cocper lovtc his country and was proud of herhittory aadi her institutions, but it puszies manv lintbe stouldhave appealed, at diflereni times a* hertu.ogist snd her censor My fnenoa, she is wnr nvboth of praise and of blame, and I ooper wt< not tie

man to abrmk from bestowing either, at wriatseemed to him the proper time. He defended h-rtr< m detracts i s abroad he sought to save her fromflatterers st home. 1 will not say that he was in aagood humor with his country when he wrote lio-ns
a* . ... as when rewrote nis .Voglens of the Amert-
c«n«. but tbit I wiU any, that whether he corameaded
or cen*urec, he did it in me sincerity of hit heart as
a true American, and in the belief mat u wouid*.iogood Hi* Notions of the Americans were more Ike-ly to lesttn than to increase hi* popularity in E i-
rore. inasmuch as they ware put forth wiiaaut tnesliaht» st regard to European prejudicee N

In ISStk he brought out the novel entitled theMry.fr/ Hut torn Wuh, one of toe few of hi* work*which we now rarely hear men-ionei He was en¬gaged m the composition of a third na<tncal tale,in. av r" v* P^hshed under the name oftü! t-k yr*' *fcfU the memoriMe revo' ttion ofice lnree Data of Julv brote out He law a Uov-1~y.!ytH by fear and ,n deS.nce* o7 pub"

psAUcana H**ugge.t«d thatataaryV aaliia %calle'ltothe hcraditaiy thr ue of K.ar-ce » .,.ikfette be educated as ths head of a free peo3|«; in Jtthe p. «rage should be abolished and a l«gis;muVp 7'tw»> cban bei* esU bllshed, wiU a constuue^c, o- at»«m a uu In n axd « t«.f i f «. . te.:, :« v

1} tTmm, ,n* C*»*n*vl rote, as the represeautirt*of the t a trie nation, and the mcaibersof in* oti»rhpuir ihcs«B by cistricis a* the repreMsttlives of

the Wal JEtereits To tbe middle rrwnd »' politics
rc oitentatieu*!} oecHp.ert b) Louia Pm llpp« »». tV

teiM li e ol hie re-gn. be preeieted a bne-f dir*-
f«<D r*l<esirg 'bat it would speedily be mere**' o

decatilliBn of tuppiaated b» the popular rule Ha
protbc»y has been fu)*i'ed evore amply than he
« .ind kave imegied.fulfilled in both it* altera»

In ore e< the e-w.trcveisies of that time. Cooper
rxir a<'i«tir«ni»b*n part. Tie Reru* ßr.rawiaaju»-.
a peritdirm pqh i">ec in Pari«, bold!? affirmed the

Go'eauin t of the United Stales t«wc* an of the
most f jpei nre in rhe world, sad ltt people «m >m
the most hraei'r taxed of avankird. This asee-t»¦
wai !uci«rl#d with a ra ta'» shew of proof, and the
.rttel affer'edtu fceve efailieB U the conehis.ou

thai arrpnblie mutt necessarily be more expenrire
than a nonachy. Tbe partisan of tbe Court were

delighted witn the re»*on»ng of the article and
r'sin ed a triimph over < ur ament friend. La Fa»-
e'te, who, Cunrg forty year*, had not ceased to hold
up 'he Goverxn.ent of ite l aited Sta'etaathe cheap
tat in the world At the a iggeation ef La Fayette,
Croper replied to th's at ack upon hit country, in a

le ter wh»h "a* transited into Frrnch. andtegeth-
tr with rrother from Ceneial Bertrand, for many
years a r*n<'eat in America, waa laid be'ore the peo¬
ple of France
These t»o lettert provoked a at >wer of rejoin¬

der*, ih which, accorcing to Cooper, mist'ate roent*
were n.tr gled with teurrtHty. He commenced a se¬

ries ol leite« <<n the question inciapuie, which were

published in Thi .Vafuran/, a daily theet, and gave
the ant eviderre of that extracrcin iry acutene«! in
contn reray, whit h waa no lei" character!* ic of bis
nird than tbe vinrrof hi* imaginat'on. The ene-

mieaof La Fayette pressed into their service Mr.
Leatitt Hani*, of New-Jersey, afterw i dour 'harzt
d'Affaires at the Court of Frame, but Cooper re¬

plied to Mr Hairi», in Tkt Hmtiommlof May 3 1832,
cicsirg a diteussion m which he had effectually si¬
lenced those who objected to eur institutions on tie
score cf economy. Of these letteis. which woull
foim an important chapter in political science, no
entire ropy, I have been told, Is to be foun t in this

country.
One of the consequences of earnest controversy- is

tiniest invaiiably personal ill-will. Cooper was told
by one who heid an official sta'ion under the French
Government, that the part he had taken in this dis¬
pute concert irg taxetion, would neither be forgot¬
ten nor forgiven, Tbe cislike be had incurred ia

that quarter waa strengthened by his novel of the
Bravo, publiahed in the jear 1831, ahUe he waa ia

the midst of his quarael with the aristocratic party.
In that work, of which be has himself justly said,
that it was thoroughly American In ell that belonged
to it, his object was to show how institutions, pro¬
fessedly created to prevent violence and wrong, be¬
come, when perverted from their natural destina¬
tion, the Instruments of injustice, and bow, in every
system which makes power the exclusive property
of the strong, the week are sure to be oppressed..¦
The worh is written with all the vigor and spirit of
his best novels. the magnificent city of Venire, in
which the scene of the story is laid, stands continu¬
ally before the imagination, and from time to time
the gorgeous ceremonies of the Venetian Republio
parsuLcer our eyes, such as the inatriage ol tne

Doge with the Adriatic, and the contest of the gon¬
dolas for the prize of speed. Tr.e Bravo himself and
«everal cf tbe other characters are strougly con-

eeivrd anddutinguished, hut the most remarkable
i f them »U it the spirited and generous heattel
tai jhter of the jailor.

It has been said bv tome critics, who judge of
( coi er b> hia failures, that he had no skill in draw¬
ing female characters Bv the same process, it
misfit, tuppese, be shown that Raphael was but an
on nary pander. It must be admitted that when
Cooper ciew a lac')' of h'gh breeding, he was apt to
psy too much attention to the formal pirtof her
character, and to make her a mere bundle of cold
pnpnetit« Put when he placed his heroines in
scnir situation in life which leaves bun nothing to
Co bnt to mske them natural and true, I know of
i oili r g rit er. nothing more attractive or more ludi-
ridual than the portraiures he has given us.

Ftpere, the wittiest of the French periodicals, and
at tliut time ou the lihtral side, commended the Bra¬
vo ; the joiiri als on the side ot the Government cen-
tur.dit. Fiearo afterward raised into tbe hands of
tbe aiistoclalic party, and Cooper became the object
of its attacks. He was not. however, a man to be
driven r- m »ny purpose which be had formed either
by flatteiy or abuse, and both were tried with equal
ill success In 1832 he published his Neuienmaner, and
ii' IMS '! '//« '-'Mir, nf Berne, b tii with a political
design simlar to that of the Bravo, though neither of
them takes the tame high rank ami ng his works.

In 1833. after a resicence of seven years in diffe¬
rent parts of Europe, but mostly in France, <'coper
returned to hi* rative country. The welcome
which ce met on his return was some what chilled
ry Die effect of the attack! made upon him in
France, and remembering with what ze.il, and at
what lacnhce of the universal acceptance which
his works would otherwise have met, he had inain-
taired tbe cause of his country asainet the wits and
orators of tee Court party in France, we c tnuot
winter that he should have felt this coidnets as nu¬
de aerted He published shortly after bit arrival in
th.s cocrtiy, A l.ttttr to hit Countrymen, in which
1» con plained of the crniuret cast upon him m the
An tncan newspapers, gave a history of the pirt h«
1 ac l»hea in exposing tbe misstateinents of the fee-
ti r Brittmmitrtt, ai d warned his countrymen against
thr loo rtrtimon error of retorting, with a blind
defersnee, to foreign authorities, often s waved by
national or political prejudices, for our opinions of
American authors. Going beyond this topic, Le ex¬
amined and reprehended tbe habit of applying to the
Interpretation of our own ConstituUon maxims de¬
rived from the practice of other Government«, par¬
ticularly that of Great Britain. The importance of
construing that instrument by its own principles, he
illustrated by considering several points in dispute
between the parties of the day, on which he gave
very decided opinions.Tbe principal effect ef this pamphlet, as it see-- d
to me, was to awaken in certain quarters a kind of
resentment that a auccetsful tvriter of fiction should
presume to give lessor.t in politics. I meddle not
here with the conclusions to which he arrived,
though I mutt be allowed to say that they were
stated and argued with great ability. In 1835 Coop¬
er published The Monnikmt, a satirical work partly
with a political aim, and m the same year appeared
bis American Democrat, a view of the civil antiso¬
cial leiatK is ot the I nited 8tates, uiscus« ng more
gravely various topics touched upon in the former
woir. *t d i tinting out >n "rhat respscts hi decni l
the Aatikna people m their practice to h tve f
si r n of tl e excel»nee of th«-ir intti'utior s.

lie fi and t ne, however, for a more genial taik,
tl at of gi i ii g to the world hit observations on for¬
eign ci urines In 183«, appeared his Skttchetof
Süntttritni, a tenet of lettert in four volumes, the
sutjd p«tpublished abcut two months after the
firs-, a ce igl;.tftil work, wiittenin a more fluent and
tie x Me «ty'e than his .Vofioti* of the Amerxcant. The
first patt ol CiswssMtgs as Katrops, giving an account
ol his les deiit e in France, followed in the same year,
use tl e secoi d part cf tbe ssine work, containing hia
ot'tnaUiia on Ergland, was published in April,
ls37 In theie works, forming a tenes of eight vol-
tn i s, he re alct and describes with much the same
tii t M tress a* w his novels, and his remark! on the
rxri rtrt an I institution of the different countriet,
o!'en e<.gar ou* and always peculiarly bis own, de¬
nt e. from their f'tquent reference to contemporiry
events, i<n bistoilcal intertat.

In 1^38 spreared Homeward Bi.uad. and Horn* at
Fi i vi, two sa'irii al novels, in which Cooper he'd up
to rcicule a ceitam chss of conductors of the
iew spat i r prett in America. Tbrte works bail not
tl e gi od fortune to become popular Cciper did
Ml »i d pe :h.ips, herauie he was too deenlv in earn¬
est, wonlc not infu«e into his satirical'works that
gaiety withi at which satire becomes wearisome. I
be) i ve. however, that if they bad been yvritten by
sijriry e.ee, ifcey wou d have met with more levor,
tuiite world krew th.it Cooper was ab'e to give
tl« n si niethu g belter, a. d would not be siti-i'.td
with oMtb ng >hoit of his nest. 8. me chilJithly lm-
sgiiedtrat because in tne two works 1 have j-ist
»neatKBCd, a newsp ^er et'itor is intioluced. in
wr<ie rharscter tuen every pc*sihle vi«e of hit
piOrtsitoa ia anaca to find a place. Cooper intended
.in laditerim le attack upon the whole body of
wuters for tie lewtpaper press, forgetting that such
a p manure was a satire on!) on those to whom it
hx le aliteti ss. W eba%e bec use !esa sens live and
ii e renn table of late, and the monthly periodicals
ii he n ort ».ir their readers of ihe follies end igno-
raice of the xewtBsxaew editors without a vatr-n r,athe tlii'h'e't resentment but Cooper led tie way iatlis scrt cf Clinpime. and I remember some uiiian
(¦ i . iewt r:rg irdigBBtion a', hit audacity expressed

..rials of that time. v

.vTh*JvX! ,f*r Co<)P<,r m,Mj« nis »ppe»rtuce before
tee public in snow department of writing h't VavUHistory of the 1 nited States was brought out in two
octavo vo.uroes at Philadelphia, by Carey St LeaIn wrttiBg his stories of the tea, his attent on haibeen much turned to th-s subject, and hit mind filledwuhstnklng incidentt from expeditions and battlea
in which our naval commandert had been er.taaedThit made hit Utk the lighter, but be gatheredmateriaJs with great indmtry. and with a wn!acientioua atuntion to exactness, 'or be wss not a
man to take a fact for granted, or aLow imagtna"orito usurp the place of inquiry. He digested our navalannals into a narrative, written with tpint R u truebut with that air of sincere dealing which the readerwillingly taket as as a pledge of its authenticityAa abridgment of the work was afterward nrapared and published by the author. Tkt Eii*turiktieruk, in an article proft saing to examine th« ttate-
ments both of Cooper's work and of the H storv of
tit 11 t.ith Navy written hy Mr. James, a veterinarv
.¦ i n ce ( violent attack upon tr.e Arneir-anhi.- i n. I n'ortun.tely it took Jtmes'smrra- re
t$ itsso'eititde. ati! fol'.owrd it inplicitly. Cj0jer
N I twi in 1 he Dtmtrrattc Pei-tcir 'or Jaenarv lSlfl
mi ny a mttterly analysis of his ttatemen't eon-

I Jura«« of seif-contiaCictua in aimos' everv
j» r ( ii ay id whrch. he differed from hrrtse.f reVe,'.v '»-: e. ard the Reviewer. It was a refutation.huh aco itted of no rejoinder.

B r« e «j.>tliuiK in Cooper's hfe was so reraarka-
|iy lUuttraied his ahalaHag at nuanth tas ce wspaper pres*. He engaged in itaftt' pronvjit^.BS. many and long endured, «£j pro..m il it thr vth jears wr.h great en- rgy rv»rs»

»ei»i iv ai d pra. ca» dtxterity. till he was ie'1 tnaa-Utot the ted. In what I am about ios*vof it j
**P* I s. all not give offense to any one, as I tlä
' . »tthaul ti-e «''threst autlevuVLce t «arilih»te wuh »h».a he waged this controversy. Over

. err* ef these. s» over their renowaed edVenarv. the
¦ r**e hu new closed Yet wb« re shall tne troth he
? oohee. i» i.ot b»«te the gf»»e t

I a>ready eil"«4«-« to the pnacipal settees

wtirb provoked tne newspaper attacks upon Cooper.
II he sac sever medt led w.ta qoeettone od govern-
¦ti t en either tit . c f tne Atiat.uo, sad sever tear-

ix«c the newspaper press, t have little douot ta.t ne

wen d have bera spared these attacks. I eat n t,
Jtoatver, ascribe them alt. or even tne greater pirt
of tern to personal saaligar.y. One journal M>

»' the exarr p:e of atrotrier «mb little reiV" >.

1 triu s. m most cam.tall it bo-atne a tort ol fashion
tot m«re.y to decry nie aoiks, but to arr.ugn us

nil.'t' , , .

It is re'atedtbat, r. 183J, »bliebe eras st Pans, aa

article seas shown him tn an American Lewipaper,
rnrroriBg to be a criticism cn Save of h s werft», but
rinVitiri *itb mtirn seventy ou hie personal char
acter» ' I ia»* notatnr," he is reported to have »aid,
fur the rTititifsn. but 1 am rot incifferest to the *lan-
cer if tbete attacks cn mv ebarae'er should De

kept tip s»e years after my return to America, I
shall It Sari to tbe Mew-Yoik Cour'» for protection."
He gave the newspaper press of this Sta e tne full
I er cn of foiPearatce on which he had fixed, bat nad¬
irs; that forbearanre termed to encourage assault,
hi- sought recrert in the count of law.
Wfen tbeie Inigstion* were first begun, I r»> ri¬

led it tee »ed to tee that Cooper had taken a st-a
which wc uld tive him a great ceal of troub.e, and
effect but little good I said to mvtelf.

"Ala* Leviaihaa ia rot »o tamed I"
At be araceaoed, however. I its that he had under-
ncod ire matter tetter tbaa L He put a hook into
the netc o' thtt huge monster, wallowing in bit inky
loci snd bescaittnrg the passers by. ae dragged
tint to the lard aid made h m tracUole. One su.t
to lowed another one editor was tuad. I thit h, h-ilf-
acc?tntirxe*. tome of the at found themselves un-

<j»r s tecord indictment before the first was tried
In vincicMiig him»tlf to his readers, against the
charge of iuhiisbn gone libel, the angry journalist
often flcuicered mto another. The occasion! ot
tteie prose cuticnt teem to hare been always care¬

fully considered, for Cooper wat uniformly success¬

ful in cbtainirg verdicts In a letter of hit, written
in February. 1843, about five yean, I think, from the
rcrr.Dter.ttment ot Ihe firtt pre secution*. he says
" 1 have beaten every man I havs sved, who has not
rttiacted hia litels."

In ot e of these suits, commenced against the late
William L Stone, of The Commernal Advertiser, and
referrefl to tne arbitratn-a of three distinguished
law)*is, he argued, himself, the question of the au-

tr.enunty of bis account of the Battle of Lake Erie,
which wss tre matter in dispute. I listened to his
opening it wat clear, skillful, and pent ative, but
bis etc sir g argument wat laid tobe solendidly elo¬
quent. "Ihave beard nothirg like it," said a bar-
tister to pre. " sirce the cays ot Emmet."
Ccoper behaved liberally loward his antagonists,

to fsr ss pi coniary damages were concerned, thoagh
tone of (htm wholly eicsprd their pavment oy
bankruptcy. After, I believe, about six years of liti¬
gation, the newspaper prets gradually subsided into
a pacific deposition toward its adversary, and the
coitett closed with the account of pecuniary profit
aid lots so fsr ss he was concerned, nearly bal¬
anced The occasion of these tuitt wat far from
honorable to thcte who provoked them, but the re¬
sult was, I had almost laid, creditable to all part.es ;
to him, ss tbe courageout prosecutor, to the admin¬
istration of justice in thlt country, and to tbe docil¬
ity of the newspaper prt st, which he had diiciplmed
into good marners

It wet while be wat in the midst of the-c Utiga¬
llons that he published, in 1540, the " P.ttbfiadei."
People had tegun to think of him as a OOBlrorert
ist. scute, kten and persevering, occupied with Bis
personal wrongs and schemes of att.ick anddefer.se.
They were »tartled from this estimate of h e charac¬
ter by the moral beauty of thatglonous work.I must
so call it. by the rivicuets and force of it« deUtMB
tirns, b) the unspoiled love of nature, Bppareat in

every p'dcc. and by the fiesh and warm BBaBtlOBI
wbirh tttry where gave life to the narrative and the
dialogue Ccoper was i ow in hi» h:ty hTit year, sol
tnthii g which be bad procuctd in the earlier part
of Us littraiv life wss written with so much of what
nv.ght Mom the generous fervor of south, or ihoa d
the ftctil'y of invention in higher vigor. I reooJ ejt
that te&r the time of its appeaiar.ee 1 *av inlornied

» of an ol eervation made upon il by one highly distia-
guisbed in ihe Iiteiattire of our eavoxtary aad of tie

i <.. letwten »l.oni and tbe author an unhappy
roolrtts had for some jtars ex.tded. As he h...
the renting ot the Fatifitder. he exclaimed, "They
msy SB] wirft ttey will o( Cooper the man who
wrote this book it not only a great man, but a good
mun "

The re at er» of the Pathfinder were quietly recon¬
ciled lo the fourth appearance of Leadhotatoekiny,
when tt cv taw him made to act a different part from
any which the author had hitherto at signed him
whf n they saw bim shown as a lover, itiTd placed la
the nvcsi of associatior s which insetted his chara ..-

trr with a higher and more affecting heroism, la
thlt work are two female character*, portrayed in
BsBBatCTlJ manner, the corporal's daugnter, Mabel
Dunham, generous, resolute, yet worotnly, and the
young Ircmn woman, called by her tribe, the Dew of
Jux e, a personification of female tiu'.n, affection and
sympathy, w itha strong aborrrmal cist, t et a product
ol nature as bneht and pure as that from wmch she
it rsn.cd
Mircrdfs of Castile, publithed near the clote of the

»tue tear, f as note of the stronger characteristics
ol Coopei's ttniut. but in the Ueerslayer, whi 'h ap¬
peared in lb4l, m other of his Leatherstocklng t tlcv,he gave us a woik rivaling tbe Pathfinder. LBS>
tberftockirg is brought before us In his early youth,
in tte firtt exercise of that keen sagacity which is
b'ttoledfo ha.'noi'iousJy with ;i simple and inren-
ii( Li gco'.i.fjs. The Iws daugiitert of the retared
froebt liter owtlliDg on the Otsego lake, inspire
siaicfly 'r.«> interest than the prircpal personageJudiih in the pride of ber beauty and in.ellect, her
go< d impulses contending with a fatal love of ad-
niuaticn. holcitrr us fascinated with a ronstant in¬
terest in ler fmc. which, with consummate skill,
we are permitted rather to conjecture than to know
snd Hetty, scarcely less beautiful in person, weak-
nur.ci- bi.t ai?em the midst of that weakness, be-
yoxd the wisdom of the loftiest intellect, through the
power of conscience snd religion. The character
of Hetty would have been a hazardous experiment
in feebler hands, but in his it was admirably sue-
eeerui.
The Two Admtrnl.1 and Wing and Win/: were givento the public in i-rl both of them taking a high rank

imorg Ccoper't tea-tales The first of these It a sort
of naval epic in prote the flight and rhaie of armed
vessels ho'd us in breathless suspense, and the sea-
f gbts ruef escribed with a terrible power. lathe later
sea-ta rs of Cooper, it seems to me that tbe masterywith whh h he mates hit grand processions of events
I nss tt fore the mind's eye is even greater thin la his
ear'itr The text year he publithed the Wyandotte,
vr Muted Knoll, ore of hit beautiful romances ol the
wcoet and in 1844 two moreof his teattoriet. A/lnat
end Athtre snd Miles W'alhngfotd its sequel. Tne
It r g tenes of hit nautical taies was closed by Jark
Titr. or 7 he Florida Reef, publithed in 1848, when
Cooper wne in hit t'xtieth year, and ;it it as full of
sp nt, ttergy. invention, life like presenUtioa of ob-
jtcti and e»ettt.

The v.ncn and the faculty divine.
r» any thing he tnd writteB.
Let me here lay that Cooper, though not a mn.u-

fattuier ol vtite, was, in the highest sense ol the
word,at(.ei his imagination wrought nobly and
irately, and imposed itt creation! on the mind of
tie leader for realities. With bim there was no
witbeiug or teilire, or dilute of the poetic factlty,
tt he ttippid t'ownward from ihe zenith of li'e, uo
shadow or r hid carte over it it wat lixe the year oi
some gckial clinates. a perpetutl season of vor-
I ¦¦ e bioo,m and fiuilfulness. At these workt ratae
oit, I ass rejoiced to »ee that he wat unspotleJ byU e roctictersies in which be bad allowed hiTis^ f
'o br ce n e er paged, that they had not given to lhe«e
be iter»xpiettioi a of his gei.lus, any tinge of mtsaa-
thiopy, or appesnrce af contractug and closingSympathie», my tiace of ta interest in his taint-
ttitge t»r large and free th .n m hi* earner workt.

B>'( re the appearar e of hit Ja>k Titr, Cooper
pi blisted in 1845, and tbe following year, a seriet ofrevel» relat.r g tothe Ann- Rent quettion. in which heUo pre; t attrest. He thought that the dtspott lea,ui Büested in < «itain quarter», to make conceiti m
to what he retired a denial of the rights of prop»r-iv.wai a firtt t:ep m a most dtrgerout path. f*o
ciM OOrrge this ciepoiiticn. he wiote Satansti' Tn*Ckon,iear,r, and The Redskins They are didactic
in thtir cengn md watt the freedom of inve -i >o»hitb teltr gt to Cooper't best novel*, but if theytad teen written by anybody but Cooper-by a .>
btr of Cotfcrets. for example, or sn eminent politi¬
cian of »r y clasi.they would have made hi« repe>
t.tien. Ii was »aid, I im told, by a disttncunhed
jur st cf oor State, that th«y entitled the author to ash-gh s place in law a* hi* other work* had won for
L-.m in literature. BS1 bed thought, in meditating the plan of tJfliauiT
cocrse. to mention ail tha woikt of Mr. Cooper, butthe ler.gth to which I have found it extending^^ha* m-curec me to pass over seversl wrnten in the last ten
years of his life, and to confine myself to thosewhich best l lustmie his literary character. Thelaotof bis novels was The Hays of tkt Hour, a work
m which Iheotjectionshe entertained to the trial by
joiy in civil causes were stated in the form of a nar-
re'.ive.

It i» a ro.'ttmim us catalogue-that of Cooper * pub-lisbed work»-but it comprlees not all he wroteHe rcmtnitltd to the fire, without remerse, many oftbefrurts of his literary industry. It was under-ccV. some years since, that he bad a wo-k reatlv
!tr the press on the Middle States of the I'nuonpmc-ialIj h rtrttive of their tocial history but ttbat tot been found amorg hie manuscripts, and taetretBitption it thst he mnet have dettroyei itGitataa wasibe nuttberof bn work*, and great a*wa.the favor with which they were received, ihe
I ecuBiary re ware a of hi. mcce*. wsra far less binBit been genc.ally suppceed-»carcely, as I am kZlorned a ttn;h part of what tha common rumornode ttem. His tame was tfinitely the largest aetn w.tc.a.r.t wti.-h thismt.t «urcer.'u of \tuen-
t..ti au'hort received forh.s lalore
The Hsji if the Ht,ur appeared in 18A0. At ftistime hitparst nal appearance was remarkable He

te«mei: t t*rf«ct health «ad in ht highest enersvand activity of bit laculttee. i have srarcel-r s-e-i
n y man a: that period of rife on whorn bis ye in
tneie rgbtn H.s conr-.aricrn bad lost none «>. rUuelir»i». though it teemed someahat ma'e aat i.
. nd .trr.sri.g ta tone, an-t bis ipigrij teaa of UinreJatiicty. lie wa* costempUtiag, I htv* £m

been told, another Leath*retocking talc, deeeemicg
'.er, «n 1

ibeta *n eoi I ter »bat raw reen'iier* tl >'... <

b aa IB the- rattijndtr asd the DttrtUytr, will readily
. ( i rll'f e tbBt DB WBS BOt BDIBtaheB.
Tbe disease, however, bv which be waa reiBroved,

wai even then ia>pen<iiag over htm. and not 1004 *f-
tu wan* hit fries*?* here wete grieved to learn that
bit health wae 'earning. He c*me to New-York bo

changed that they looked at him »uh sorrow, aad
after a of tome weekt. partly for tbe benefit of
medical advice, returned tolo persti *n. to leave it
noajore. His e« njpleint gra uai y named a rangt h,
tutdted a coniwuilnn origunly ronust, aod bob ly
parsed into a confi'med dropey. la August. 1W1. he
wat vitited by bit excel eel and Ipajaad mend, Ur.
Fiancit. a member of the weeklr cUO which he bad
?octerd IB the early part o? hit literary career. He
found bint bearing the Bufferings cf hts disease with
manly firmrets give hint such medical r .unsels as

thr snalacy appeared to require, prepared him del¬
icately for its ratal termination, and returned to
.Ntw-Vr ra with the most melancholy aaticipttioni.
In afewdayt afterward Cooper expiied, ami 1 the

deep affliction of hit f«ni:ly, on the 14th of Septem¬
ber, the day before teat on which he »hojld have
cxmnleud bit sixty second year. He died, appt-
rent!) without pain, in peace and reUgtsMM hope.
The relations of man to hia Maker. »Du to tpat tttte
ot bens lor which the present it but a preparation,
hid occupied much cf kts thoughts during his whole
lifetime, and be crossed, with a serene composure,
the mv iinicui boundary wkicu divides tUt life from
the i ex'.

Tfie departure of tuch a man, in the full strength
o' bis faculties.on whom the count)) had for thirty
yetis looked at < ne of the permanent ornaments of
its literature, and whose name bad been so often as¬

ter Bted with praise, with renown, with controversy,
with blame, bnt never wiindeath.diffused a univer¬
sal swe. It was as if an earthquake had thaken the
grouidcn which we itood.anu showed the grave
opctirg bv our path la the general grief for his
loss, bis virtues only were remembered, and hit fail¬
ings forgotten.
Of bis failings, I hare said little BOOh as he had

wtie obvious to all the world, they lay on the sur¬

face of bit character those who knew him least,
made the most account of them. With a character
so made up of poaitive qualities.a character so in¬

dependent and ur.compromisiBg. and w ith a semi-
tlvenets far more acute than he was willing to ac¬

knowledge, it ia not surprising that occasions fre-
qutatly arose to brinit him. sometime* into friendly
ci Union, atd lometiuiei into graver disagreements
aid misunderstandings with bis fellow men. Pot
hi* infiiroities, hts friends found an ample counter¬
poise in tbe generous sincerity of hi* uatnre H .

never thought of disguising his opinions, and he a'j-
borred allritgutse in o hert. he did not even deign
to ute that show of regard toward those of whom he
did not think well, which the world tolerates and
almost demancs. A manly expression of opinion,
however different from his own, commanded hit re-

tpect. Of his own works, be spoke with the sasae
fieedom as of the works of others and never heal,
tatrd te express bit judgment of a book for the rea-
loa that it was written by himtelf yet he could
bear with gentlenest sny dissent from tbe eittmate
be placed on his own writings. His character was
like the bark ef the cinnamon, a rough and astring¬
ent rind without, end an intense sweetnett within.
Thote who penetrated be'ow the turface found a

tetial temper, warm affectiont, and a heart with
ample place for his friends, their pnrtuitt, their good
n.iu.e, their welfare. They fount him a philanthro¬
pist, tfccuin not precisely alter the fathjon ef the
day a religious man, moat devout where devoUoxi
is mott apt to be a feeling rather than a outloin. ia
the house held circle hospitable, and to ti e event
of bis meant, liberal handed in actt of charity, They
found, also, that though in general he would aa torn
have thought of giving up an old friend at of giving
up »n opinion, he was not proof against testimony,
and could part with a mistaken opiniou aa one parts
with an old fi.viul who. has been proved faithless
and unworthy In ehoit, Cooper was one of those
wl o to be loved, must be intimately known.
Of hit literary character I have spoken 1 irsjatjl in

ihe ranative ot hit life, but tbe re are yet one or two
uniHikt which Bust te made to do it justice. In
that way of writing in which he excelled, it seems
to ne that he united, in a preeminent de,rree, those
(;ualit es which enabled him to interest the largest
i umber of readers. He wrote cot for the fastidious,
the over-refined, the morbidly delicate for these find
in hit genius something too robust forlbeir liking.
simettirg with which their sensibilities are too
n del) thaken hut he wrote for mankind at larga-
ley men and \>c>men in the ordinary heaHh'ul stale
of feeling.and in their admiration he found his re-
.... rJ. Jt is for this class that public libraries are
obliged to provide themselves with an extraordinary
iI inter of c pies of bis works. the number in the
Mtrrantilc Library in this City, I am told, is forty,
l.i in e it it that he hasearned afame, wiier, 1 thins,
thi>n any author of modern times-wider, certainly,
Ifeai any atitbor, of any age, ever enjoyed in his life
tine. All bit excellencies are trantlatable.they
part readily into languages the least allied in their
eeiiit.s to that in which he wrote, and in them he
a in bet Ihe beait and 'undies the imagination with
ii e line power as in the original English.

( coper wasnot wholly without humor it it some¬
time* found lurking in the dialogue of Harvey Birch,
ai d of Leatbrratockicg but It forms no caststdera-
ble element in hit works, and If it did, it would
have ttood in tbe way of hi-universal popularity,
m.ce, of all qualities, it it the most difficult to trans¬
fuse into a foreign language. Nor did the effect he
produced upon Ihe reader depend on any grace of
ttyle which would escapes translator of ordinary
skill. With his style, it it true, he took great pains,
and in bis earlier works, I am told, sometimes altered
the proof tent from the printer, to largely, that they
might be laid to be written over. Yet he attained no
special felicity, variety, or compass of expression.
Hit sty le, however, answered hit purpose. it has de¬
fects, but it is manly and clear, and stumps on the
mind ol tbe reader tbe impression he desired to con¬
vey. I am not sure that some of the very defects of
Cioper'e novels do not add, by a certain force of con¬
trast, totbeir power overthe mind, lie is long in get¬
ting at ire .interest, of his narrative. The progress
of the plot, at first, Is like that of one of his own ves-
telsot war, slowly, heavily, and even awkwardly
workir-g out of a harbor. We are Impatient and wea¬
ry, but when the vessel is once in tbe open sea, and
f< els the free breath of heaven in hey full sheets, our
delight and admiration is all the greater at the grace,
the majesty and power, with which the divides ami
beert down the wavee and pursues her course, at
will, over the great waste of waters.
Such are tbe workt, to widely read and to um ver¬

teil« admired, In all the zones of the globe, and by
men of every kindred and every tongue, works
wfaieh hsve made of thote who dwell in renn e
latiludet, wanderers in our forests and observers of
our manners, snd have inspired them with an inte-
rtst in our history. A gentleman who had returned
ficm Europe jutt before the death of (looper, was
askec what he found the people of the Continent
dcirgT "Tfcey are all rending Coojper," he an¬
swered "In tbe little kingdom of Holland, with
t'B three millions of inhabitants, I looked into four
different translation! of Cooper in the language of
ihe country " A traveler, who has seen much of
the middle classes of Italy, lately said to me, ' I
f< und that ail they knew of America, and that wat
not litt e, tfcey had learned from Cooper's novele
ficm him they had learned the ttory of American
libeily, no through him they bad beeB introduced
to our Washington they had read his works till the
thereto! the Hudion and the valleys of Weitchetter,
bid ihe bankeof tbe Ottego lake, had become to
ihcm familiar ground."
Over all the < ountriet ..-.to whose speech this great

men's works have been rendered by the labors of
iheir scholars, Ihe sorrow ot that less which we de-
p ore it cifiusirg lttelf. Here we lament theorna-
ui» nt of our country, there they mourn tbe death of
him who celightea the human race. Even now,
while Imak,the pul-eof grief which is passing
thieugb the nations has haply just reached s .me re¬
mote neighborhood , t&e news of his death has been
biovght to some dweliug on the slopes of the Andes,
or amidst the sr>wy wastct of the north, and the
o'aik e)td darrtet cd Chile, or the fair haired matd of
Ncrwsy it tad to think that he. whose itories of hV
mi:in and true love have to often kept hit tot hourt
lr> m ber pillow, lives no more.
He is gene, but tbe creation* of hi* gemet, fixed in

livug words, survive the frail material organs by
v bli h the words were first traced. They partakeef a middle nature, between the ethereal and death
lei* mird and tbe decaying body, of which they are
tke common ifleprtng, and are, therefore,dcatined to
a duration, if not eternal, yet indefinite. The ex-
au plea he has given in his glorious fictions, of hero-
im, tor or and truth, cf large sympathies between
man and man, of ail that is good, great and excel¬
lent, embodied in pen* naget marked with so strong
an incivliuality that we place them among our
friends and lave rites his frank and generous men,
bii ge t tie and nob e women thai live through cen¬
turies to ccme, end only perish wr.h our language
1 have said with our language but who shall say
when it ma t be the fate of the Esglish language to
be numbered with the extinct forms of human
apaaajajl Wbo shall declare which of the present
toiguttof tbe civilized world will survive its fal
lows' It may be that some one of the ha, reore for¬
tunate than the rest, will long outlast them, In some
unduturhed quarter of tbe globe and in the mid st of
a new civUizaucn. Tne creationt of Cooper's
genius, even now transferred to that language, may
remain to be tbe delight of the aattoau through ano¬
ther great cycle of centuries, beginn rg after the
English language and its attendant form of auviliaa
ricn fhall have passed away.

The foliawing are among the Letters
frtm ilislirguishtd men, declining the invitation
to be present at the commemorative exercises of
this occasion:

SBCU THE 1105. L£w|» ajg
WaaHi.aoToa Citv.

Diar Sir: I have received your letter

satter. It woe id be id.e f r ae t<. Bpetw ef Bis tsusrarvneriuiad his lerne His conntiy asd tt.e wcrU act*
. '(.aidainieciaio hieeiaiaj..a*d tr.e lod'-CUoa* of aw
t*aRH will go tee,a te pentrilr an,..-, lnc B..M«a eftV-e»1 tke ige 1 tka 1 aetetsarilr be delaiLtd here, owl 1

trust that tkareonlt rf»»ur a ttt.ee will hm a *.»»«._
rem »*t<hrrfte* f*oBti j .1 o'ktm wka tälireTE
'. na, will «rar Ira* ta 'k* Baa* IJ at kam*» raaiaa.

I are, terr i**i*ctlul y. tuer vor«mat aar»Bat,l.twi* c«*eF'v. Dr Gattwonn.
mum ittsev ar, baa ¦ snuiw. a*v.

Caubbidub, Hmm
My Dbab Its: if aiivihin»? could dran»
*».» (teas my fn*i.rt« a' tb.s e 14 aaaaaa. it w.-»w km

. oar fnta*ly latter at ,1 IB* eaat m «tat »rotere«] itIt «ealtl tn**a*tei<* c. ,.i*aaei*to be» aara >atke
Utk. t<> hear Mr H leafa i .. iree aad *ia roa mm.iZIk<aar n>Oasy*a*i as*** r rka ¦«..-tr» ewes jaw*.aero**reb.ef graiuude. ai.ti * mi tk* . <c< aata.,7
ah |. »aauld »b«w the n it a ta t ib a*r a* it. | *M J
». ooauj mi Ean>i>e »I »r« ih# .**.* ta Caaaat aaa mmfan iliar.'y tau« a In.nr r 'Iura a* ttas.tse* a!a> et uv*>»!. itpiriental.v*, f . a> 1 . »tu'*;aad aa**isat taVtlbe*U take treat ü.'.'t . c-ois* la his BatenTftwrnthe bpaef Biyaat Ba . a aa mi Co lac* "-riia
aie ».. iaiwrati»».lhat I aaa t r*t attar a. las* a»aaal
«i fw fers carle of d*v Mat ripre.t wry ir|rata t* t«a.
C« state tee. aid u» *t. r.

Terrsttetrsfy ytait, Hs>rv W l> aoratixr«Fes Dr DBSJWOI r>

rnou ütriuMti riioant, asv
*i»r.«i»ftii.

1'Kar fcm I jrrfttl» rejjrct Uui nrciun-
llasee* read«i it lanottih,'* f. r nie tu be aeeeeatee tkeee.
c*>t»B«ifMr Bryant* Cuaonrte la h'SSer «I James r»at.
atiatoopar. rNo uanta. « a tr light to be present Oiaa
art*.i, u a n yra a I n. at I acer* and aawavaraat ad*
a.ira-ioeof Mr. Cntti'i »tuage eaa eetaotwa aalaun.
li -tfa'tivif ocbetns he .aiatt'sets wikeai-atha
!f^**?a».*V.»»rawsaoyneue a pejag h-iur win«
irrttitd. sad it m y n. t t>* too asaeA ta have *h«t at
lhatyeso Uepablic at Ire, ttaenrae hmSeit warkaacatetth acsooa a arMaht -ai value whioU a.r» esthei*'' i'ho Utaroace rd n> it I in* aa.1 d**ia k*<* trram
lehai owit. Tui rnjee haBj jiajarNath l Hawreoaat
R«v KtTt s W. Griswoih Src't.Be.

Host Rat! It MALIK) AMKBsoB.
riiBitaih Bam

I'kar >ik I UQ ftWi unwilling tu l04#>
t . ai aatoa yea aBer air .> h of ktarmg tke «a.*irauoa
of Mr t'ooooi't i.rtn.ti9 ad of n.sating with >» nuit^i.
i ol.tkt oeit^BS wto wiao'o baaog hit maaory. H it tag
eigtx*ia*iiti, th,.u>h aj itnpataat, are a«t aanlr aaa
BBWa . ... * s
I aertr htd the i -"1 t ¦¦' n« at ite Mr Coor>*i bat I

hare,mcontiuea with altueet ail *h> tueaa Batl.es, aa
eld debt to hint i f ha;v> it ». >a .h* ftrat aa»*a'aaoa! at
tkt Pioaeeu. And, u 1 itnieailn (ht ua«a jirj»iJa
which that aatioral noe»! a a> treated, I tete*t*t i, j tke
whole Bcptlatien ia nta our drs.ru. aaJ tttltha
dirt i'u.ij *i :be C< auali be, aot how la «r»w, baj)
hew to etc'.ude.

i am elad tha *u*cra *. [in
rat.cd, and I shall bs od. ge.it.' j. u o sire ate aara^^H
«..» .1 ail.'.ev is a ¦ . tutiia,*

R*»Milfully. »oMi i.Srd » at >..rraat. M * K» tktea.
B W Qbiswoiu, Be.

I BOB 81 IltHD U. ."AHA.
rt t-.-

OwmJUnVff: The ineiUttoB te he preg¬
nant at tk» neatiag appun ad »er the evea as ef tea Utk
¦sachte a few iaja »taca

I ceeply rtgret Iba' it »Iii an'. I * it tny gawtr taantka
t ee ia the auml rr at u m .> w..I e<m» i. «ttaer taeaj
their tri bate of letpeci to ih* uitoury of the Ittslsaaa
h'ea.nistr I ooper Ahit« s .«»'-k.eg laore Iksn aetrtaa*
teat aaowa totua be Mr. Cooper, hts made hie leataaw a
aneais a rief an roe, I eaa awaia that mare will be waj.

pretest wo. ** ini'm i.m «t ». to.-»aeta »iia wiaa; aad
it atala ts aiaitlol to ate if, iikeiacea. I *>e)« hrtag my
uea-uitd aom .» t» place * th ihaira, an eftsrug ioia««at
icwBii«. shjecl ' 1 t'Ui tear*' Bad a**B
A* wt gio* oui < i "I ».Imira'.ioa af gaaisa (atMla,

yeihaps. l o l<»« ,u*.ly ap^ieUMMirs thaa at Irstjeatat
< oaa, and oar tn»nga^ u u f.rutr *owa d ths ajsaias
täte of ike n sn .Mir» .»i actn itm-inber haw «teere
...ifrido i > c.raicn I tue Spy." aad htBT aw
aBBaVaawd hi »iu>i »i b <i« ware- l»i ihaaearr-*^
were le». l.i < n.t the/ *> oir l.maaht t heat wtaa the
in«eiaa. mil iiro. imJiv.dua.i'r hef.ie oar aaiada. wa
h.rs ail me. hat im» ih .-bo a th« f.oet s with Oieya.
saw >. »-v.i h h im o»ci ti c ..«' U'l d-> wsaetlUiastt
attach a Iid e a* tlx) »r m »re to d*eli epos haaaaa.
taaafy, tatrget.ea*tare, and up.»o ia*t arif-rel.aaee tat
c to average ich w r * « a.« »¦« u*l »hieb woa.djBBh
*^aa' fjaedi >i < k. > at l*a !«<.; oi ike peepW, wheahar
that ware ion i nditns i

,

St. i it.* ii* hu nbls . Idl .« t.n»t. rhistag oat la the
eleaiag *?.» . i hsainu.i t» <. at a spirW, which Btagt ardj
«* at it r- edt . e i » le Iaht ih »nh tke ga^aeetar
thaouws el dta'ii ai.d Sil» > s wat.-h for a aaw dawa.
Aal tetfceie a< tomatm-g hostlti ia the ralltc|i«eXlaat

'ha aisltt»en.ldirg ol. ur literary rutashao d ae for aaae..

aa" to sacred at ol U manag ire of iheirdead 1 Far a

Seaj.gioaioirtwn.ikes h.c »«t hi-.-keiluod. aedaaath
hTdatheliriagLreinl il he .<>eM syaaa lajaeJjB..fahtiaesyi ' . 1 t'm.'a.ta, gear
rAwaaaasi ,.

c«.

T.lirz-'.iil. HALL!« rt aad Bun W l)ki.woL*,4W-
iatatiaa

raoatiioa n »uli» st ania.
W*»nis..TOB,reh. It. ittt

||l DkakSik: It ire nut in biv power
i» h*> prtrio.t at ihn !>."'>p >a-d dr.n .attsatloa la asaatary
i,i ih* mir Mr Jo. par Hut 1 in fad f th* ap»*raMy,
af!' uled *<¦ Ho- i-.vi a' >n y. th ta i. t b I hart Sita h aattaL
ttiatstgmy tmiti In is name aad tar rey that hi
lind sad wrote.
At un S'i hot o' clear a»d iiiaa.y |.rn *. as a aorkraraf U

th* life of . eii»e< n i.. ai U >*a. at a aa>i*r af Ik* here
fa kaaiBa feeliogl kid as a h«aehc>niooairibuiura>tBt>
teBeSel latd 11 i.n-^f «.* * k" » ri-iurm i*r*d »Ith 4tight.
At a pun *. v Ej ..«.lht aot y waoillatirslefaw

li,tuv, win. .a > a't-i abt.ad. and hthB
¦tains wen foi it thr aawil i«t i*t "«t *f roraiga saaua,
he dcsf r\i t place in ih* oca ts el ibe Aaauoaa pt*p!*.

I hate t» en is *i. as .ii cities ol lie tic* Italt aadUan
rtiasT- In all thtte cooatin» ka was read asd tdagtad
Thus >>> bis ii s.u.m n. ist*i«tiitiiiit wat MBsetWr,
'noflaasive ." rl 'fn ln.it y earned laiothe heart erthe
Kur. peek < .¦. at.
In honoring h m wa et,It li.sratara aad

blasted art* oi p.. i . Our eoQBtn will leer
retird*Bioi,'t'« n that iBere are gl irias ath
Bf atktc or u' was.

J hate tha l.onor to h«, dear air,
Y.,a: ohedieat eeieaas,

C iiaaa.as laa
Bsc. tjvrx i W OBtaWBLO, S*cr*tary.

aad tkt tgtnaa-
tara aaiefreta
laarttaata***

RHODE ISLAND.
The Leiltlatun-Political Praspecii.

Coireapondence of ths N. V. Tnboae.
PaorioiNci, R I , Wedneaday, Feb. Ii, ISM.

On Friday ol* last week our IjegisUtot
ended ite second week's session, having
plished an unusually small amount of bug
for the time. A few important bills ertgrcwterj,
most of the legislative time ol the two Moose*,
and the remainder was devoted to political
laying and preparations for the Rprmg El*
The " Maine Law " was a troublesome affair for the
politicians. It first came up in the II.cue, where
not more than six Total Aottiacncs atea could ba
found among the whole number. One of these, Mr.
Thorns* Dan*, (the husband of Mrs. P 8. W Daria)
who hss long been known as an advocate of Tea*
peranee and a rigid cold-water man, for inside aad
out, took a very Strangs position on the subject.'
Probably no member of the Democratic parly in the
House had so much influence againat the bill as Mr.'
D., not that bis argument* were strung, for they
ware weak, and o far less real foree than those of
Mr. Currey (Whig) of this city, who made by far
the most itaionable speech sgainsl it. Mr. Speaker
Bosworth (Whig) also used hi* influence and mad*
a powerful speech againtt It. Tins was on the ftrsfi
trial for its passage, at which time the bill was lost

by lix majority.
Mr. Porter, (Opp. Senator.) a son ol Ta aper mee

and an eloquent lectuier on Temperance, was at the
head of tbe Judiciaiy < o innotice to the Senate, and
although he was aniiuu* for the passage of the
Maine Law without any t oiidmoni.tuouiht the next
best thing would oe to pass it with a proriso submit¬
ting It to tbe people sod he accordingly introduced
the m.i with such a cUuae attached. This met with
powerful opposition, and senator Green* (Whig)of
thit city (late a 17. 8. Senator) made a very powerful
argument against the < onsiit.t'.ionaiity oi such .
course. It was one of the best arguments 1 ever
listen«d to. It afforded a capital excuse for not op*
ponng tbe bill itself. Tre pert'm whoeccMiies tea
office of Lieutensnt-Governor t_*o opposed it Not-
wtihtbttardlng tbis, an) tin' Mr Porter * » the
oi ly epeaktr in its favor, tbe bill past d the
Mtnate, where the>e were probably not four real
cold- water mm. This threw the re»pon«ibi!lty on
the Whig House, and after another lengthy donate,
t .-> struck out the clause submitting it to the)
People, and ftxkBBBj th* d/eme Law withoai condi¬
tions' Tre senate now had to -'face the music*
A Biajoiity of the Judxt iry C <mmitteerecommended)
a Bun-cOBcairence Mr Portib presented a Mt-
Bonty Report, recom.neii<iing a concurrence. Oa
thia proposition, Lt. OtrV. Lawrence delirered hlm-
icli of one of the mo*t remarkable and ur,i*oe
tpeccbeson ttcord, which T*e Journal of l*it citf |
bad the cruelty to publish in full, although the Op¬
position papera were paare humane or dieereet. 1
hope its length hag not deterred you from ret ling it.
as it appesred in TA* Jnumal It u instructive, and,
I have i o dcub: the Pe pie will profit by it in AprtL
Gen. GtttNg alto made aooiher cons:itut:onsl ar¬
gument against the mam; provision* of the bill;
but they were weak when compared to his argu¬
ment against »ubmitung tue Uw to the People. At¬
ter a yery lergthy debate, toe Senate refused to com-l
cur with the House ia their amendments, and the bill
went bark to the Honte. Afier another debate here*
they voted to aasaal on their ameudraent*, aad back,
it went to the Senate, end they voted to a*U*r*u>
tieir rote of non-co < ur wtth tbe House, an*
again teit tt back. Toe Hou«e then vo'ed tor
*>i. ,r* to tbelr amen-'ii erts, and returned it to the
benate. where, of coei.se. It died a natural death, or ,

laBBtSi I might say, from injuries received front he¬
ir- kicked about by aoJitiMi demagogues and raortl
cr want, until all tae titality had left it Tiere
can be r.o just way of jiaki; g oar'.y capital out of
.l e w:.y tli* law was tre/.ted. The dugrsoe of BiJ>
tng it belongs to no party but the Rum party, cera-
poitd of both »!i!*» ia porittca But the whole mat¬
ter is now referred to the People in a way thai
ii tuie its tucces* afld *i fcrcement. Mr C Weh-
tter. who hss edited Th* Dai'g Ho*t seer ttnee its

r.atment, atd who u a man of ability and
i .. influence in the » ate, he* reilgned hi* placa
as LfJitor. »ic taken tbe fi. 11 ss an adrcca'.e of tBa

i.e Law. soytucte the People are not to be
d it heartened by U.e » "ardice or knavery of pot*
)t!< isi a T^ey w.i e men in tae uext Leguls-
tiiie who wnl dire lo met
Tbe bill to aboliidi Imprisonment for Debt,

which bad passed the Senate at a previous aes-

tion, was defeated in t ¦ Hou.«e without a c t 1 of th»
Ay«t and Noes, so completely nHaakeruot:. imphr»


